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Sally Baas 
President 

National Association of School Psychologists 
baas@csp.edu 

 
Sally Baas is the 2013-2014 President of the National Association of School Psychologists. She also serves as the Director of 
the Southeast Asian Teacher, Hmong Culture and Language, English as a Second Language and Special Education 
Programs at Concordia University in St. Paul, MN. She is a licensed school psychologist and university professor, who has 
spent many of her professional years working cross culturally in P-12 grade settings. Her areas of expertise include: cross 
cultural models, assessment, child and adolescent development, social emotional learning, children’s mental health, crisis 
response, leadership, advocacy, and training. Her recent research in the Hmong community is now published by Lambert 
Academic Publishing in What does it mean to be Hmong in the Twin Cities of Minnesota? and available online at Amazon and 
Barnes and Noble Books. 
 

Amanda Beaumont 
Education Policy Advisory, Senator Al Franken (MN) 

amanda_beaumont@franken.senate.gov  
 

Renee Bradley 
Deputy Director, Research to Practice Division 

Office of Special Education Programs 
US Department of Education 

renee.bradley@ed.gov 
 
Renee Bradley has over twenty-five years of experience in the field of special education.  She began her career as a teacher 
of students with emotional and behavioral disabilities.  During those eight years she worked in a variety of settings from self-
contained to an inclusion program to providing homebound services working with children preschool through high school.  
Renee worked at the South Carolina Educational Policy Center for two years prior to joining the University of South Carolina 
Special Education Program as a Clinical Instructor in the Graduate School.  During her time there she coordinated the 
master’s student teaching experience and taught a variety of courses.  As an experienced consultant and trainer on a variety 
of education issues including: behavioral supports and interventions, juvenile justice, instructional strategies, teacher training 
and school leadership, Dr. Bradley has a reputation as an effective deliverer of research based and practical information with 
a strong sense of the real world.  In 1997, she joined the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs 
as a program specialist on the National Initiatives Team.  In 1998, she became the Special Assistant to the Director of 
Research to Practice and now serves as the Deputy Director.  Among her responsibilities she is the project officer for the 
National Center on Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports and the IDEA Partnership project.  She coordinated the 
OSEP LD Initiative and served as the project officer for the National Research Center on Learning Disabilities.  She has 
written and contributed to numerous publications and chapters, serves on several professional publication boards, and is a 
frequent presenter on special education issues.  Dr. Bradley has a bachelor and master’s degree in special education from the 
College of Charleston and her Ph.D. in Leadership and Policy from the University of South Carolina. 
 

Joanne Cashman 
Director of the IDEA Partnership 

National Association of State Directors of Special Education (NASDSE) 
joanne.cashman@nasdse.org 

 
Joanne Cashman is the Director of the IDEA Partnership at NASDSE. The Partnership is an innovative investment by the 
Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) at the U.S. Department of Education to bring state education agencies and 
national organizations together and focus them on improving outcomes for students with disabilities.  The Partnership affiliates 
53 national organizations that represent policymakers, service providers, administrators and families.  Before joining NASDSE, 
Dr. Cashman served as the project director of the Interdisciplinary Doctoral Training Program at the George Washington 
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University (GWU).  She continues to be a frequent lecturer in special education policy and interagency service coordination at 
GWU.  Prior to coming to Washington, Dr. Cashman was concurrently a building principal and supervisor of special education 
for the Shikellamy School District in Sunbury, Pennsylvania.  She worked for 27 years to improve disability education and 
awareness at the local and state levels and continues to work with the Pennsylvania Bureau of Special Education and the 
Pennsylvania Interagency Team.   
 
Dr. Cashman is a frequent presenter for state and national audiences and has authored articles, practice manuals, and book 
chapters.  Her research interests include shared policy agendas and cross-cutting policy strategies, service learning, self-
determination and self-advocacy for individuals with disabilities, organizational learning, knowledge management, and 
communities of practice. 
 

Jacqueline Chevalier 
Education Policy Advisor 

House committee on Education and the Workforce 
jacqueline.chevalier@mail.house.gov  

 
Jacqueline Chevalier serves as an education policy advisor, specializing in disability and civil rights in education issues, for the 
Democratic staff of the House Committee on Education and the Workforce.  Prior to joining the committee, Jacqueline worked 
as a senior policy strategist for the national PTA where she lead the association’s federal policy efforts pertaining to 
reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.  Previously, she worked for United Way Worldwide, where 
she was the manager of public policy focusing on early and K-12 education policy.  Jacqueline is a Washington, D.C. native 
and has a bachelor’s degree from the University of Virginia. 

 
Kathy Cowan 

Director of Communications 
National Association of School Psychologists 

kcowan@naspweb.org 
 
Kathy Cowan is NASP’s Director of Communications.  Kathy is responsible for coordinating general communications, crisis 
communications, and media relations for NASP, as well as supporting the communications needs of NASP programs, 
advocacy, and marketing.  Prior to joining NASP in 2000, she was Director of Communications and Community Outreach for 
Crossway Community, a nonprofit residential program for homeless women and their children. 
 

Joshua Deese 
Youth Advisory Councilmember 

Trevor Project 
jdeese@terpmail.umd.edu 

Outgoing, social, and sophisticated, Josh has been a member of the Youth Advisory Councilmember (YAC) since 2010. As a 
member of the YAC, Josh has presented Lifeguard Workshops at schools and community centers, served as an administrator 
on TrevorSpace and has spoken before Members of Congress and other U.S. Capitol staff on behalf of The Trevor Project 
and LGBT youth everywhere. As a sophomore Government and Politics major/LGBT Studies minor at the University of 
Maryland, College Park, Josh has the aspirations of running for office in the United States House of Representatives. Born 
and raised in South Florida, Josh started fighting adversity and jumped into politics at an early age. Since moving to the DC 
Metro area, Josh works with The Trevor Project’s D.C. office and Ambassador Council with policy related affairs, as well as 
serving as the Neighboring Commuter Representative with the University of Maryland Student Government Association. In his 
spare time, Josh enjoys reading, swimming, golfing, wrestling, listening to music, shopping, cooking, and meeting new people. 
Josh’s hero and inspiration is President John F. Kennedy, and he works everyday to follow President Kennedy’s footsteps by 
ensuring that all people have a voice and are treated equally and with respect! 

Katie Eklund 
Assistant Professor of School Psychology 

University of Arizona 
keklund@email.arizona.edu 
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Dr. Katie Eklund is an Assistant Professor of School Psychology at the University of Arizona in Tucson, AZ.  Dr. Eklund has 
worked in public education for the last 14 years as a school administrator, school psychologist, and school social worker.  Dr. 
Eklund served as Coordinator of Mental Health Services for Douglas County School District in Colorado, as a school 
psychologist for Fountain Fort Carson School District in Colorado Springs, CO, and as a school social worker and high school 
track coach in Denver and Chicago.  Dr. Eklund has served as an Adjunct Professor of Psychology and Teacher Education at 
Westmont College and the University of Denver, and as an instructor on Response to Intervention for the Colorado 
Department of Education.  Dr. Eklund received her BA in Psychology and Bachelor of Social Work degree from Valparaiso 
University, her MSW from the University of Michigan, and her Ph.D. in Counseling, Clinical, and School Psychology from the 
University of California, Santa Barbara. 
 
Dr. Eklund has authored a number of publications on universal screening for behavioral and emotional concerns and school 
climate.  Dr. Eklund’s broad research interests include prevention and early intervention for childhood behavioral and 
emotional concerns, positive psychology, school climate, support for military children and families, and school-based problem 
solving and consultation.  Dr. Eklund’s teaching interests are in the area of school-based academic and behavioral 
interventions, crisis intervention, child and adolescent psychotherapy, and problem solving and consultation.  Dr. Eklund is Co-
Chair of the Government and Professional Relations committee for the National Association of School Psychologists. 

 
David Esquith 

Director of the Office of Safe and Health Students 
U.S. Department of Education 

David.Esquith@ed.gov 
 
David Esquith has more than 25 years of public service in the U.S. Government. He is the current Director for the Office of 
Safe and Healthy Students (OSHS) that reports to the Assistant Secretary for the Office of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (OESE).  Prior to his work with OSHS, Mr. Esquith served in the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Special 
Education and Rehabilitative Services for 23 years. He brings a wealth of program and management experience to OSHS 
having worked with formula and discretionary grant programs in the Office of Special Education Programs, the Rehabilitation 
Services Administration (RSA), and the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR). Dave has served 
as a Special Advisor to the NIDRR Director as well as NIDRR’s Deputy Director. When the Department re-organized RSA in 
2005, Dave was integrally involved in restructuring the agency and served as the Director of the State Monitoring and Program 
Improvement Division. Dave has worked as a special education teacher and administrator, Peace Corps Volunteer, lobbyist 
for the Association for Retarded Citizens, congressional aide, and recently completed an extended detail at the Office of 
Management and Budget as a program examiner.  
 

Michael J. Feuer 
Dean of the Graduate School of Education and Human Development 

The George Washington University 
feuer@gwy.edu 

 
Dean Michael J. Feuer holds a Ph.D in Public Policy from the University of Pennsylvania, where he also earned the MA in 
Public Management from the Wharton School. He has studied public administration at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
and political science at the Sorbonne (Paris). Dr. Feuer grew up in New York City, where he attended public school and 
graduated cum laude from Queens College (CUNY) with a major in English literature and journalism. Before serving as dean 
of GSEHD, Dr. Feuer served as the executive director of the Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education in the 
National Research Council (NRC) of the National Academies, where he had also been the founding director of the Board on 
Testing and Assessment and the Center for Education. Before joining the NRC in 1993, Dr. Feuer was a senior analyst and 
project director at the Congressional Office of Technology Assessment.  
 
Upon earning his doctorate, Feuer remained at UPenn, teaching graduate seminars in education and working at the Higher 
Education Finance Research Institute. He then joined the faculty of the business school at Drexel University, teaching courses 
in public policy and management and continuing his research on the economics of education, labor and human capital.  
 
Feuer was the Burton and Inglis Lecturer at Harvard University in 2004, which was the basis for his 2006 book Moderating the 
Debate: Rationality and the Promise of American Education, published by Harvard Education Press. Feuer is a senior adviser 
to education projects in Israel, and has consulted on education in France and Germany. He is an elected member of the 
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National Academy of Education, a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and a fellow of the 
American Educational Research Association. 

 
Maria Ferguson 
Executive Director 

Center on Education Policy 
mferguson@email.gwu.edu 

Maria Voles Ferguson is the Executive Director of the Center on Education Policy (CEP), a national advocate for public 
education that is independently housed at the George Washington University. Before coming to the CEP, Maria served as the 
Vice President for Policy at the Alliance for Excellent Education in Washington, D.C. In that capacity, Ms. Ferguson directed 
and managed the organization’s policy agenda, which provides leadership and information regarding the unique needs of high 
schools students to Congress, the Administration, business leaders and communities nationwide.  

Before joining the Alliance, Ms. Ferguson served as Director of the National School Boards Foundation, where she directed 
the operations and fundraising, managed the Foundation’s Board of Trustees, and served as a liaison with NSBA. She also 
worked as an independent consultant specializing in research, communications, and strategic planning for a wide range of 
clients. Ms. Ferguson served for three years as the Director of Field Operations for New American Schools. In that capacity, 
she directed a nationwide effort to assist schools and school districts as they implemented exemplary models that 
comprehensively focus school resources on effective teaching and greater student achievement. In addition, Ms. Ferguson 
was a political appointee for the Clinton administration serving as the Director of Communication and Outreach Services for 
the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Elementary and Secondary Education. Ms. Ferguson began her career as a 
journalist, working for Cox Newspapers, the Associated Press, and U.S. News & World Report magazine.  

Michael Gamel-McCormick, Ph.D. 

Senior K-12 Education Policy Advisory 
U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 

Michael_Gamel_McCormick@help.senate.gov  
 

Michael Gamel-McCormick is the senior K-12 education policy advisor with the Senate Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions under the chairmanship of Senator Tom Harkin.  Dr. Gamel-McCormick was professor and Dean of the 
College of Education and Public Policy at the University of Delaware with specialties in disabilities, early childhood education 
and education policy.  He earned his Ph.D. in human development and education from Virginia Commonwealth University, his 
masters degree in family and school counseling from the University of Wisconsin and two bachelor degrees from the 
University of Delaware in child development and psychology with a teaching certificate in early childhood education. 
 

Shawn Gaylord 
Director of Public Policy 

Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network (GLSEN) 
sgaylord@glsen.org 

 
Shawn Gaylord is the Director of Public Policy for GLSEN, the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network and has been 
with the organization for eight years.  GLSEN’s policy work is focused on legislative and policy change at the federal, state 
and local level to make schools safer for all youth, regardless of sexual orientation and gender identity.  Shawn received his 
undergraduate degree from the University of Buffalo and a law degree from Georgetown University Law Center.  He 
previously served as the Deputy Director for the Sexual Minority Youth Assistance League (SMYAL) and as an associate at 
Harmon, Curran, Spielberg and Eisenberg, LLP.  In addition, Shawn has worked extensively on the intersection of LGBT rights 
and human rights through his work as a staff member and volunteer for Amnesty International’s OUTFront Program.   

 

Florencia Gutierrez 
Research Associate 

Annie E. Casey Foundation 
FGutierrez@aecf.org 

 
Florencia Gutierrez has worked with the Annie E. Casey Foundation as a Research Associate for KIDS COUNT for three 
years. She helps develop and maintain the KIDS COUNT Data Center, Data Book and related national KIDS COUNT 
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products. Before joining the foundation Florencia spent seven years in Texas researching issues in the area of education, 
wealth, and the economy. Her interests in these areas led her to pursue a Master’s degree in Education and another in Public 
Policy which guided her work with the legislature and the Center for Public Policy Priorities, where she worked on KIDS 
COUNT at the state-level.  
 

Jack Jennings 
Founder of the Center on Education Policy 

jackjenningsdc@gmail.com 
 

Mr. Jennings (known formally as John F. Jennings) founded the Center on Education Policy in January 1995. From 1967 to 
1994, he served as subcommittee staff director and then as a general counsel for the U.S. House of Representatives' 
Committee on Education and Labor. In these positions, he was involved in nearly every major education debate held at the 
national level, including the reauthorizations of such important legislation as the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, the 
Vocational Education Act, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the Higher Education Act, and the National School 
Lunch Act. 
 
Mr. Jennings has served on the board of trustees of the Educational Testing Service, the Title I Independent Review Panel, 
the Pew Forum on Standards-Based Reform, the Maryland Academic Intervention Steering Committee, and the Maryland 
Visionary Panel. Mr. Jennings is currently a member of the National Academy of Education. Over the years, he has received 
awards from dozens of organizations, and most recently was the recipient of awards for distinguished public service from the 
American Education Research Association and from Phi Delta Kappa, the Education Visionary Award by the Learning First 
Alliance (a coalition of the country's major national public education organizations), the Outstanding Friend of Public Education 
Award from the Horace Mann League, and the Meritorious Service Award from the National Association of Federal Education 
Program Administrators 
 
Mr. Jennings has written a book on the politics of national education standards, edited four volumes on federal education 
policy, and writes a blog for the Huffington Post. He has also written numerous articles, including 12 for the Kappan, more 
than any other single contributor for that prestigious magazine. He is also one of the authorities on education most cited in the 
news media. For example, he has been quoted in Education Week more than 500 times from 1995 to 2011. He holds an A.B. 
from Loyola University and a J.D. from Northwestern University School of Law, and is a member of several legal bars, 
including the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 

Brenda Kabler 
Coordinator of Psychological Services 

Upper Darby School District PA 
bkabler@upperdarbysd.org 

 
Brenda Kabler is the Coordinator of Psychological Services in the Upper Darby School District in Pennsylvania, where she has 
worked as a school psychologist for more than 20 years. She was educated at Temple University, the University of 
Pennsylvania, and Bryn Mawr College. During the 2007–2008 school year, she was honored as the Pennsylvania School 
Psychologist of the Year and by the Upper Darby School District for a career supporting the psychological well-being of 
students. She is the co-chair of NASP’s Children in Transition Subcommittee of the Multicultural Affairs Committee, working 
with the group in order to support vulnerable students. She is passionate about her work in supporting students with special 
needs. 
 

Laura Kaloi, 
Vice President 

Washington Partners 
LKaloi@wpllc.net 

 
Laura W. Kaloi is a new Vice President with Washington Partners, a well-known educational lobbying group based in 
Washington, DC. Previously she was the public policy advisor at the National Center for Learning Disabilities (NCLD), where 
she led NCLD's legislative advocacy program from 1999-2013. 
 
While at NCLD, Laura spearheaded successful legislative initiatives focused on every major education and disability law 
including: the Elementary Secondary Education Act/No Child Left Behind, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

mailto:jackjenningsdc@gmail.com
mailto:bkabler@upperdarbysd.org
mailto:LKaloi@wpllc.net


(IDEA), the Higher Education Act and the Americans with Disabilities Amendments Act. She launched the nationally 
recognized "Keep Kids Learning" campaign that successfully influenced the reauthorization of IDEA 2004 and directs national 
collaborative efforts such as the LD Roundtable. Laura serves as co-chair of the Consortium for Citizen's with Disabilities 
Education Task Force. She works extensively with the U.S. Congress and the U.S. Department of Education to ensure 
students with learning disabilities are fully considered in legislation and regulations. 
 
Laura has over 18 years of education and health policy experience. Prior to joining NCLD, Laura was the director of public 
affairs for the American Health Quality Association and the communications director for its Utah/Nevada member and national 
quality improvement organization, HealthInsight. She also worked in the U.S. Congress as legislative assistant to 
Congressman James V. Hansen (R-UT). Laura received her Bachelor of Arts degree, dean's list, from the University of Utah 
and her Masters of Public Administration with honors from Brigham Young University. 
 

Mathew Kamins 
School Psychologist 

Montgomery County Public Schools, MD 
Matthew_Kamins@mcpsmd.org 

 
Matthew J. Kamins is a Maryland Board of Education certified school psychologist and 2013 Montgomery County School 
Psychologist Association (MCSPA) “School Psychologist of the Year,” acted as supervisor of psychological services for 
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) for ten years (1999-2009).  Missing the students, Matt now serves as a school 
psychologist practitioner in three elementary Schools.   
  
Mr. Kamins is an accomplished instructional, behavioral, and systems consultant, developed the Collaborative Action Process 
(CAP) a comprehensive problem solving approach renamed Collaborative Problem Solving (CPS) and now used in all MCPS 
schools, and created and authored the successful $6 million MCPS Safe Schools/Healthy Students grant initiative — Kids 
First Alliance — and served as its director and principal investigator.  

 
Mary Beth Klotz 

Director of Educational Practice 
National Association of School Psychologists 

mklotz@naspweb.org 
  
Mary Beth Klotz, Ph.D., NCSP, Director of Educational Practice, has worked as a staff director at the National Association of 
School Psychologists since 1999.  She serves as NASP’s staff liaison for numerous national leadership groups, coalitions, and 
grant projects, including the NCLD’s RTI Advisory Council, the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities, the IDEA Partnership 
Project, the SAMHSA National Workgroup on LGBTQI-2S Youth, and the National Universal Design for Learning Task Force.  
In addition, Dr. Klotz has represented NASP on the National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities (NJCLD) since 2001 and 
was elected chair of the NJCLD for 2006 through 2013.  She serves as the staff liaison for several NASP committees, 
including the Multicultural Affairs Committee; the Bilingual School Psychology Interest Group; the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Transgender, and Questioning Youth Committee; the Ethics and Professional Practices Committee; and the Child and 
Professional Advocacy Committee.  
 
Dr. Klotz is a contributing editor and regular columnist for the Communiqué, NASP’s professional newspaper.  She also 
develops fact sheets and informational resources for the NASP website and e-newsletters, and is a frequent presenter at 
NASP’s annual convention, as well as at conferences of other educational and mental health organizations.  A nationally 
certified school psychologist, Dr. Klotz’s previous work experience includes 14 years of direct service in public school settings 
in Maryland and Washington, D.C., as a school psychologist and a special education teacher.  
 

Howie Knoff 
President of Project ACHIEVE 

Director of the Arkansas State Improvement Grant 
knoffprojectachieve@earthlink.net 

 
Dr. Howie Knoff, Ph.D. is a national presenter, author, and consultant; the Director of Project ACHIEVE, a comprehensive, 
evidence-based national school improvement program; and the Director of the Arkansas Department of Education's State 
Improvement Development Grant (SIG/SPDG) that is funding the statewide implementation of Project ACHIEVE.  Previously, 
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he was a Full Professor at the University of South Florida for 20 years, and the Director of its School Psychology Program for 
12 years.  Dr. Knoff has authored or co-authored 17 books, published over 75 articles and book chapters, delivered over 500 
papers and workshops nationally, and helped to implement Project ACHIEVE in over 1,500 schools or districts nationwide.    
  
Howie is the author of the Stop and Think Social Skills Programs for school and home/ parents, as well as the author of a new 
book from Corwin Press (June, 2012), Classroom Discipline, Behavior Management, and Student Self-Management:  
Implementing School-wide Positive Behavioral Support Systems that Work. 
 
Dr. Knoff has a long history of working with schools in the areas of social skills instruction, discipline and behavior 
management, and behavioral interventions with challenging students and school safety.  As the Director of the Arkansas 
SIG/SPDG, he has overseen the state’s Positive Behavioral Support (PBIS) program since 2003.  In addition, he was on the 
writing team that produced Early Warning, Timely Response:  A Guide to Safe Schools, the document commissioned by 
President Clinton after the first wave of school shootings in the Fall of 1998.  He also participated in the National Education 
Association’s Safe Schools Summit, discussed Project ACHIEVE at the U.S. Department of Education’s "Creating Safe 
Schools and Healthy Students Institute," and was highlighted at the national teleconference on Safe and Effective Schools for 
ALL Children:  What Works!  Finally, Dr. Knoff is interviewed frequently in all areas of the media.  For example, he has been 
on the NBC Nightly News, many other television and radio talk shows, and he was highlighted on an ABC News' 20/20 
program on "Being Teased, Taunted, and Bullied." 
 
A recipient of the Lightner Witmer Award from the American Psychological Association's School Psychology Division for early 
career contributions, and over $18 million in external grants during his career, Dr. Knoff was the 21st President of the National 
Association of School Psychologists. He is a Fellow of the American Psychological Association (School Psychology Division), 
a Nationally Certified School Psychologist, a Licensed Psychologist in Arkansas, and he has been trained in both crisis 
intervention and mediation processes.  He is widely respected for his research and writing on school reform and organizational 
change, consultation and intervention processes, social skills and behavior management training, Response-to-Intervention, 
and professional issues.   
 

Carol Kochhar-Bryant 
Senior Associate Dean of the Graduate School of Education and Human Development 

The George Washington University 
kochhar@gwu.edu 

 
Dr. Kochhar-Bryant is the Senior Associate Dean of the Graduate School of Education and Human Development, and former 
Chair of the Department of Special Education and Disability Studies.  For 25 years she has developed and directed advanced 
graduate and doctoral leadership preparation programs in special education and disability studies. In collaboration with former 
Associate Dean Ianacone and Dr. Stacy Skalski of NASP, she has directed the Federal Education Policy Institute that has 
served GSEHD for the past 10 years.  
 
Dr. Kochhar-Bryant has consulted and conducted evaluation with public school districts and state departments of education, 
U.S. Department of Education, National Association for Public Administration, and has collaborated in international special 
education research with the World Bank, Asia Technical Division.  She has served on standards boards such as the NEA 
Great Schools Indicators Project and the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards Exceptional Learners Panel. She 
has assisted states to develop and evaluate their State Improvement Grants authorized under the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act. Other relevant evaluation experiences include  the design and evaluation of the six Regional Resources 
Centers and Federal Resource Center of the U.S. Department of Education, evaluation of non-profit disability organizations, 
evaluation of  special education and transition services in a 22 site correctional education system in Pennsylvania, and a 
variety of cross-categorical and community-based service (e.g., case management, residential services, adult vocational 
services, institutional services, respite care services and JTPA employment training programs).  
 
Dr. Kochhar-Bryant is widely published in areas of disability policy and practice; interagency service coordination for 
individuals with disabilities, leadership development, and transition to post-secondary and employment for special learners. Dr. 
Kochhar-Bryant is past President of the Division on Career Development and Transition of the International Council for 
Exceptional Children.  

 
Pamela Leconte 

Assistant Research Professor 
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The George Washington University 
pleconte@gwu.edu 

 
Pamela Leconte is an Assistant Research Professor in the Special Education and Disability Studies Department of the 
Graduate School of Education and Human Development.  Leconte coordinates the Master's, Education Specialist and 
Certificate programs in Collaborative Vocational Evaluation: M.A. and Ed.S. as well as the Secondary Special Education & 
Transition Services:  M.A. and Certificate (Online). She was a Policy Fellow with the former Subcommittee on the 
Handicapped in the U.S. Senate and has worked in the advocacy realm of policy for many years.  She also works with 
doctoral students at The George Washington University. 
 

Adam Levner 
Executive Director and Co-Founder 

Critical Exposure 
adam@criticalexposure.org 

 
Adam is the Executive Director and Co-Founder of Critical Exposure. Previously, Adam worked as a fifth grade teacher and 
then as a community organizer with Stand for Children, where he led successful reform efforts at the local and state level that 
resulted in over $20 million annually in additional revenue for the severely under-funded Prince George’s County, MD school 
district. Adam has also worked as an education consultant for the Center for Community Change and as a freelance 
photographer. Adam attended Tufts University and received a Nonprofit Management Executive Certificate from the 
Georgetown University Center for Public & Nonprofit Leadership. Named one of the Youth Empowerment Coalition’s “Leading 
Young Change-Makers,” Adam has been profiled in the National Journal, the Baltimore Sun, Roll Call, and Tufts University 
Magazine. 
 

Jeneé B Littrell 
Assistant Principal 

Grossmont Union High School District 
jlittrell@guhsd.net 

 
Jeneé Littrell is an assistant principal at Grossmont Union High School District’s alternative school, Chaparral High School.  
Prior to this appointment she served as the Director of Guidance and Wellness for the Grossmont Union High School District 
in San Diego County. She has a wealth of experience in developing, implementing and overseeing school-based school 
climate and social/emotional programs. Currently she is working with district leaders and community partners to develop a 
trauma informed educational program to serve student survivors of violence. Prior to her district level role, she served as a 
counselor at Santana High School where she had worked since 2001 when the school experienced a tragic shooting that 
resulted in the killing of two students and the wounding of 13 others.  
 
Ms. Littrell also provides leadership at the state and federal levels around information sharing protocols to better support youth 
involved in multiple systems and more recently on the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children (CSEC).  She is a member 
of the White House Task Force developing the Federal Strategic Action Plan on Services for Victims of Human Trafficking in 
the U.S. and was also recently commissioned by the Department of Education to author a guide for educators across the 
nation to address the commercial sexual exploitation of children within the school system. Ms. Littrell has been instrumental in 
developing the first Council on CSEC and Human Trafficking Prevention in the state of California.  
 

Dan McGarry 
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum 

Upper Darby School District, PA 
dmcgarry@upperdarbysd.org 

 
Daniel P. McGarry was born and raised in Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania, where he resides with his wife and three young sons.  He 
is a product of the parochial school system and the Upper Darby School District, where he is now employed.  He is a graduate 
of the University of North Carolina at Wilmington and St. Joseph’s University and is currently an EdD candidate in educational 
leadership at Newman University.  Mr. McGarry has taught at the secondary level in the Upper Darby and West Chester 
School Districts.  He has held the positions of assistant principal and principal at the middle and elementary school levels, 
before becoming Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum. 
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Allison Bollinger Miller 
Manager of Professional Relations 

National Association of School Psychologists 
amiller@naspweb.org 

 
Allison is the Manager of Professional Relations at the National Association of School Psychologists, where she works 
collaboratively with public policy makers, educational and health professionals, and elected officials to advocate for the 
importance and value of school psychology, school psychologists, and school psychological services.  She also represents 
NASP on a number of coalitions to advocate for public policies that support NASP’s mission.  Prior to joining the NASP staff in 
2007, Allison worked on various congressional, senate and gubernatorial races in Pennsylvania.  Allison earned her BA in 
Political Science from Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania.   
 

Emily Morgan 
Justice Center’s School Discipline Consensus Project 

The Council of State Governments 
emorgan@csg.org  

 
Emily Morgan works on the CSG Justice Center’s School Discipline Consensus-Building Project. Prior to joining the Center, 
Emily served as national policy coordinator for The After-School Corporation where she conducted policy analysis and 
research, and coordinated grant initiatives related to out-of-school time and youth development. She brings valuable 
experience in program management and education policy. Previously, Emily taught fifth grade in Montgomery County Public 
Schools, MD and served as a program officer at the Institute of International Education where she managed Foreign Fulbright 
grantees. She also conducted research on effective middle-grades policies and practices for the Academy for Educational 
Development’s Middle Start National Center. Emily received her B.S. from Vanderbilt University and her master’s degree in 
Education Policy from Columbia University Teachers College. 
 

Meredith Norris 
Special Education Department Chair 

Chantilly High School, Virginia 
MCNorris@fcps.edu 

 
Meredith Norris is the special education department chair at Chantilly High School in Fairfax,VA. In this role she oversees a 
department serving over 300 students with IEP's and 40 teachers and support staff. Meredith works closely with students, 
families, school counselors, teachers and administrators in order to ensure that students' needs are best met so that they are 
able to access the general education curriculum. Additionally, she leads the school's character education and service learning 
program. Every year, the Character education committee creates six school-wide lessons, which are designed to promote 
character, honesty, respect and service. This past year, Chantilly's character education lessons incorporated the pyramid-wide 
theme of "Stand by Me," in an effort to promote an awareness of bullying, and encourage students to stand up for others and 
themselves. Prior to being a department chair, Meredith was a special education teacher for five years. Her special education 
teaching experience  allowed her to help foster and cultivate a school environment that is caring, respectful and tolerant of the 
varying academic, social and emotional needs of students. Born and raised in Fairfax County, Meredith attended George 
Mason University, where she earned a Bachelor's Degree in English, a Master's Degree in Special Education, and a Master's 
Degree in Education Leadership. 
 

Ed Roth 
Assistant Principal 

Upper Darby School District, PA 
eroth@upperdarbysd.org 

 
Ed Roth is an Assistant Principal at Upper Darby High School, responsible for the school's Freshman Academy.  Ed is a 
graduate of Temple University and Saint Joseph's University.  Previously, Ed taught Social Studies, and then held the position 
of Lead Teacher.  Ed was also a leader in Upper Darby high School's Smaller Learning Communities initiative.  In addition to 
his work at Upper Darby High School, Ed served for three years as a mentor at the Governor's Institute for Improving School 
Climate. 
 

Anastasia (Stacy) Kalamaros Skalski 
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Director, Professional Policy and Practice 
National Association of School Psychologists 

sskalski@naspweb.org 
 
Dr. Stacy Skalski is Director of Professional Policy and Practice for the National Association of School Psychologists (NASP), 
where she works collaboratively with national policy makers, state leaders, educational and health professionals, and elected 
officials to advocate for expanding school-based mental health services for children and youth.  She has more than twenty 
years of experience as a practitioner, professor, school administrator, and advocate for children’s mental health.  Prior to 
joining the NASP staff in 2005, Dr. Skalski served as Coordinator of Mental Health Services for the Douglas County School 
District (DCSD), Castle Rock, Colorado; as Assistant Research Professor in School Psychology and Initial Teacher 
Preparation at the University of Colorado at Denver; and as a school psychologist for the Douglas County and Cherry Creek 
School Districts.  Over the last two decades, she has written numerous articles and delivered hundreds of professional 
presentations, trainings, and in-services across the USA on legal issues, assessment, behavior planning, school violence 
prevention, crisis intervention, response to intervention, and professional issues in school mental health.  Dr. Skalski received 
her BA in psychology from Hanover College in Indiana (1985), her MA in educational psychology from the University of 
Denver (1986), and her PhD in school psychology from the University of Denver (1991).  
 

Jared Solomon 
Senior Director of Budget Policy 

First Focus 
jareds@firstfocus.net 

 
Jared Solomon is the Senior Director of Budget Policy for First Focus, where he is responsible for monitoring the budget and 
appropriations process and the impact on children. Prior to First Focus, Jared worked on the Critical Response Team in the 
Office of the Chancellor at DC Public Schools (DCPS). There, Jared helped to ensure accountability within DCPS and worked 
with parents, students, teachers, and staff to mediate and resolve problems. He frequently collaborated with community 
organizations and other government agencies to improve services for students. From 2007 to 2009, Jared taught social 
studies at Northwestern High School in Baltimore as a member of Teach for America. In summer 2008, Jared interned with the 
House Judiciary Committee, where he conducted oversight research, prepared staff briefings, and helped plan Committee 
Hearings. Jared has worked on numerous political campaigns, and in 2004 was a Field Organizer in Pennsylvania for the 
Kerry for President Campaign, responsible for one of the campaign’s regional offices. Jared graduated summa cum laude 
from the University of Pittsburgh with a BA in History and Political Science and a minor in Economics. He received his MAT 
from Johns Hopkins University.  

 

Nina Salomon 
Policy Analyst 

Justice Center’s School Discipline Consensus Project 
The Council of State Governments 

nsalomon@csg.org 
 
Nina Salomon is a Policy Analyst in the CSG Justice Center’s Local Governments Division working on the School Discipline 
Consensus Project. Previously, she was a Policy Advisor at Education Counsel, a national policy and legal consulting firm 
where she provided assistance to clients at state education agencies, school districts, and national organizations to advance 
policy change. As a former Investment Associate at The Chicago Public Education Fund, Nina conducted due diligence on 
prospective investments and managed projects in partnership with Chicago Public Schools. She also conducted research and 
wrote policy briefs and funding guides to support charter schools and youth development programs while at the The Finance 
Project, and worked in government relations for a national youth development organization. Immediately out of graduate 
school Nina worked in the Migrant Head Start Technical Assistance Center supporting local grantees. Nina earned a B.A. in 
Political Science from The George Washington University and an M.S.Ed in Education Policy from the University of 
Pennsylvania.  
 

George Sugai 
Carole J. Neag Endowed Professor 

Neag School of Education, University of Connecticut 
Co-Director of the OSEP Technical Assistance Center of Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports 

sugai.george@gmail.com 
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George Sugai received his M.Ed. in 1974 and Ph.D. in 1980 at the University of Washington. His primary areas of interests 
are positive behavioral interventions and support, systems change, teacher professional development, emotional and 
behavioral disorders, social skills instruction, behavioral consultation, behavioral assessment procedures, and strategies for 
effective school-wide, classroom, and individual behavior management. Currently at the University of Connecticut, Dr. Sugai is 
Carole J. Neag Endowed Chair in Behavior Disorders and professor with tenure. Dr. Sugai also was on faculty at the 
University of Oregon and University of Kentucky, program director in an alternative school, and classroom teacher for students 
with behavior disorders. Dr. Sugai and colleagues have established the Center for Behavioral Education and Research 
(www.cber.org) in the Neag School of Education to improve academic and social behavior outcomes for students in schools 
by engaging in the systematic study of educational issues and interventions, and dissemination to preservice and inservice 
school personnel. As Project Director or Co-Director of major training or research grants totaling over $25 million, Dr. Sugai 
has experience in the implementation, operation, and supervision of grant-related projects. He has published over 100 articles, 
numerous monographs, and a number of college textbooks on effective teaching practices, positive behavior support, and 
applied behavior analysis.  
 
Dr. Sugai's research has emphasized effective applications of applied behavior analysis principles and school-wide PBS 
procedures to problems found in educational contexts. The subject populations for these research areas includes students 
with severe challenging behavior, students with at-risk behaviors, and students described as having severely challenging 
behaviors. Dr. Sugai is currently co-director (with Rob Horner at the University of Oregon and Tim Lewis at the University of 
Missouri) of the national Center on Positive behavioral Interventions and Supports (www.pbis.org). The Center has been 
established by the Office of Special Education Programs, US Department of Education to give schools capacity-building 
information and technical assistance for identifying, adapting, and sustaining effective school-wide disciplinary practices. The 
Center has two foci: (a) broad dissemination to schools, families, and communities about a technology of school-wide positive 
behavioral support exists, and (b) demonstrations at the level of individual students, schools, districts, and states that school-
wide positive behavioral support is feasible and effective. 
 

Michael D. Usdan 

Senior Fellow and Past-President 
Institute for Educational Leadership 

usdanm@iel.org 
 
Michael D. Usdan served as President of the Institute for Educational Leadership (IEL) from 1981 through 2001, when he 
became a senior fellow at the organization.  Before joining IEL, Dr. Usdan was Connecticut's Commissioner of Higher 
Education from 1978 through 1981.  From 1974 through 1978, he was President of the Merrill-Palmer Institute in Detroit.  Dr. 
Usdan received his master’s and doctoral degrees from Columbia University, having previously completed his undergraduate 
studies at Brown University.  He worked on the staff of the late Dr. James B. Conant in the latter's famous studies of American 
education and has taught at Columbia University, City University of New York, Northwestern University, Fordham University, 
and in schools in New York City and White Plains.  He also served as a member and president of the school board in the city 
of New Rochelle, New York, from 1969 to 1974.  
 
Dr. Usdan has written many articles and books on various aspects of education.  Several themes dominate his writing: 
problems related to urban education, the relationship of government and politics to education, and the growing interest in 
developing closer relationships between elementary, secondary, and higher education.  He has been a consultant to local and 
state boards of education and educational organizations throughout the country and has spoken at meetings, both in the 
United States and internationally, in nations such as China, India, Nepal, Hungary, Russia, and Japan.  Currently, among 
other affiliations, he is a member of the Editorial Advisory Board of the Phi Delta Kappan magazine and has recently served as 
a consultant to the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, the U.S. Conference of Mayors, the Hunt Institute, the 
Southern Regional Education Board, the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education, and the George Washington 
University. 
 

Kelly Vaillancourt 
Director of Government Relations 

National Association of School Psychologists 
kvaillancourt@naspweb.org 
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Kelly is the Director of Government Relations for the National Association of School Psychologists, where she works 
collaboratively with public policy makers, educational and health professionals, and elected officials to advocate for the 
importance and value of school psychology, school psychologists and school psychological services. She also represents 
NASP on a number of coalitions working to advocate for public policies that support NASP’s mission.  Prior to joining the 
NASP staff in 2011, Kelly spent seven years practicing as a school psychologist in Loudoun County Public Schools (VA). 
During her time in Loudoun County, Kelly served as a Central Based Crisis Team Leader, was a member of the Positive 
Behavior Interventions and Supports coordination team.  Kelly has reviewed articles for CEC’s Exceptional Children, and the 
International Journal of Education Policy & Leadership and has delivered professional presentations, trainings, and in-services 
on PBIS, data collection and analysis, school violence, crisis intervention, and mental health awareness.  Kelly earned her BA 
in Psychology from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, her MA and Certificate of Advanced Study (CAS) in School 
Psychology from Appalachian State University, and her PhD in Education Policy at George Mason University.  
 

Kevin Wozniak 
Congressional Fellow 

American Political Science Association 
Congressmen Bobby Scott (VA-3) 
Kevin.Wozniak@mail.house.gov 

 
Kevin Wozniak is a Congressional Fellow of the American Political Science Association and a legislative fellow in the office of 
Representative Bobby Scott of Virginia.  His legislative portfolio includes crime and criminal justice policy, as well as early 
childhood, elementary, and secondary education policy.  Kevin received his B.A. in psychology from Skidmore College and his 
Ph.D. in justice, law, and society from American University.  He researches the politics of punishment and criminal justice, and 
he has been published in The Journal of Criminal Justice and Studies in Law, Politics, and Society.  He will be joining the 
sociology faculty at the University of Massachusetts Boston this fall. 
 
 

Critical Exposure 
www.criticalexposure.org/  

 
Critical Exposure is a nonprofit that teaches youth to use the power of photography and their own voices to become effective 
advocates for school reform and social change.  They empower youth and youth-serving organizations to participate in the 
democratic process through an approach that combines photography and advocacy to facilitate:  
 
Youth Empowerment – Train students in documentary photography, leadership, and advocacy; teach them to document 
issues affecting their lives; and help them to use their images and voices to build support for changes to improve their schools 
and communities. 
 

Public Engagement – Inform and engage the public by using students’ photographs and writing to create traveling exhibits for 
galleries, libraries, coffee shops, and other public spaces to increase awareness of challenges facing youth in low-income 
communities. 
 
Real Change – Provide students with the tools and opportunity to advocate for concrete and policy solutions that directly 
impact their lives in partnership with advocacy and community organizations and other allies. 
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